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TWO TO SHOW 
March 21 
Wouk, Herman . Doubleday 
THE CAINE MUTINY $3.95 


* This has the sombre and dramatic values of Mister Roberts. [It has the under- 
lying sense of values of TJales of the South Pacific. It lacks the quick "gag" play, but 
the situations, even when tragic, are brightened by humor. The story of the Caine has 
probably been drawn from many dramas of the Pacific, dramas in which the Captain, 2 
martinet, is the villain and the victim of his frustrations and his sadism. Here is 
World War II's Mutiny on the Bounty, Queeg is a modern Captain Bligh without his abili- 
ties, his seamanship, his ideals. The Caine is an almost derelict minesweeper, and as 
the story develops, you know her full complement of officers and men, with Ensign (later 
Lieutenant) Willie Keith a central figure. The plot, with all the ramifications of 
routine, shore leave, home entanglements, builds up to the moment when Maryk, laborious- 
ly self-tutored, takes over the command and Queeg is confuted. The last part of the 
book, the Court Martial and its aftermath, seems slightly anticlimactic, but all in all 
this stands out as perhaps the most important novel of the war in the Pacific. 


April 24 


Macken, Walter Macmillan 
RAIN ON THE WIND $3.00 


A slow, but singing unfolding of the hidden hope for happiness that huge, badly 
birth-marked, Mico, held - and almost discarded, this is backgrounded by the sail boat 
fishermen of Galway Bay and their stand against struggling poverty and hard living. For 
Mico is bested - in looks, in brains, in their mother's love,- by his older brother Tom- 
my; he is ever the center of trouble, whether it be the first episode when he defies the 
geese, or later when he outbrawls the boys at Spanish Arch; he is exiled through his 
mother's violent dislike, after a haunted night on an island on which rats find refuge, 
to an uncle in Connemara, where lovely Maeve, who wins his boyish adoration by not find- 
ing the birthmark repugnant, is not for him but for his friend, Coimin; home again, he 
finds Peter, his dearest friend, has won Josephine. But the jinx remains, for Peter, 
hurt in a hurling match, fears for his sanity and kills himself and a fight over Peter 
with Tommy again exiles him to the bare living of Connemara. And there he loses Coimin 
to the loved and hated sea and has little hope of Maeve's strength to bear her loss. A 
last chance comes when Maeve is persuaded to live with Peter's parents and a last con- 
frontation with Tommy - with Maeve in his arms - sends Mico to his black boat and death 
only to have his essential goodness and gentleness take control and send him home - to 
Maeve. There's Big Micil, warm worded Gran, stalwart little Twacky and all the living, 
breathing life of the Claddagh and its perilous fishing grounds to combine into a touch- 
ing picture of patient, vigorous men and women. Literary Guild choice for May will 
assure its initial sales - it can stand on its own after that. 
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And These To Place 
4 R. Wylie's best book to date, CANDLES FOR THERESE (Random House) has popular possibili- 
ties; F. ¥. Nadsoh's PROUD NEW FLAGS (Lippincott) is dependable historical entertainment; fiend- 
ish fascination in John Dickson Carr's THE DEVIL IN VELVET (Harpes:); and if limited by the 
hort story medium, some saddening pieces on postwar Germany in Kay Boyle’s THE SMOKING 


MOUNTAIN (McGraw-Hill) See below for reports. 
PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


March 15 


Bc ynet on 


Avalon 


Covert, Alice Lent 
THE DARK PASSAG? $2.50 
At first glance Marion's dark and lonely passage through life looks neither 
lonely nor dark. Stalwart Alex is hopelessly in love with Marion, who returns the admir- 
ation; the neuroses of Kit, Marion's first husband, are in the hands of his second wife; 
and Kit is conveniently on the brink of the Larger Life after an auto smash-up. But 
Marion feels she should have made Kit's life a finer, richer thing, and Alex is put in 
cold storage for several pages until Kit expires together with Marion's guilt complexes. 


Fuzzy. 
Avalon 


Saunders, Laura 
NEVER TO BE ALONE $2.50 
A father and daughter, sister and brother foursome when Eileen, who had promot- 
ed the romance between her younger brother Tom and Anne Mathews, an innocent if immature 
18, sees it founder on the obstructionism of John Mathews, Anne's father. Intervening 
and interceding, Eileen recognizes the emotional insecurity which prompts John Mathews' 
possessiveness towards his daughter, and in securing his love for her, is able to free 


Anne for Tom. No stress, and certainly no strain. @ | 
March 23 


Creative Age 


Lenormand, H. R. 

RENEE $3.00 
About a woman of Rouen named Renee, who is perhaps less seductive and certainly 

less self-pitying than Moravia's Adriana. Lenormand, who is a well known dramatist of the 

‘20's, enlists considerable likeability for Renee, who accepts her profession with practi- 

sality and who, for all her amorality which is without sense of sin or shame, is honest 

in her love for Pierre Lassele, an artist. Unable to stomach Renee's clientele (this in- 

cludes ranking German officers, a gentleman from the provinces who traffics in corpses, 

an old man of eighty who resists impotence with drugs) Pierre breaks with her time and 

again. But at the end when the mass deportations by the Germans threaten Pierre, it is 

Renee who leaves the man she loves to force him to go undercover, while she carries on 

her trade in loneliness and contempt... The occasionally offensive detail here will 

alienate some, while it certainly will attract others. 


aprik§ 5/28 


Ilyin, Olga Henry Holt 
DAWN OF THE EIGHTH DAY $3.75 


This is an extended, somewhat sprawling and semi-autobiographical saga of a 
Russian landowning family in the pentultimate days of czardom and during the first con- 
fused year of the great revolution- a family both educated and enlightened which suffered 
as fully as the rigid old guard that still mourns the passing of serfdom. The young daugh- 
ter, Nita Ogarin, tells of her father and aunt who shared the beliefs of their famous @ 
neighbor Tolstoy, of her beautiful religious mother who died young, and of her own child- 
hood and year as a debutante. She experienced an abortive romance with an older count, a 
strange marriage with a thick-headed hussar, then- during the revolution- motherhood and 
flight with a newborn baby. Drawn from a rich background, this is still obscure in its 
emotional and spiritual motivation and difficult for the average American reader. 
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April 11 Via 


Carr, John Dickson Harper 
THE DEVIL IN VELVET $3.00 _ 





































ere is Sir Nicholas Fenton, whose 17th century body, Nicholas Fenton, of 1925, 
sells (with reservations) his soul to the devil to inhabit. Steeped in research of the 
period, Nicholas is determined to learn who killed Sir Nicholas’ wife by arsenic, and re- 
turned to the fateful time, discovers he has as mistress, the queenly slut, Meg, the evil 
cook, Kitty, and a young Roundhead partisan, “Lydia as wife. He curest the first of 
Lydia's poisonings, dismisses Meg and Kitty, and lives a reformed life in trying to pre- 
vent the horrible angers of his borrowed personality from running amok. He outfaces Lord 
Shaftsbury, is set upon by bully boys and the hirelings of the Green Ribbon, he stands for 
royalty and wins King Charles' friendship, is prevented by the devil and Meg from avert- 
ing Lydia's death, and is taken to the Tower from which Meg rescues him....There's a vast 
fund of period and historical detail here, exciting sword play and incidents, the always 
provocative theme of modern man arrived backwards in time, the extra fillip of demonology 
and mystery, the challenge to change history - which makes for a fascinating reconstruction, 


Cores, Lucy Harper 
WOMAN IN LOVE ~ $3.00 | 


A cardiogram which charts the affair of Bennet, young, vulnerable, available, and 
Richard Green, a four-bit Romeo, against a bright modern background and with a fashionable 
finesse. For Bennet, it is only heartbreak, from the first time when she realizes Richard 
is eyeing other women,to the cold comfort of knowing that she is nice to have around- and 
in bed, on to the finality of his marriage to another woman. Marrying Philip, four years 
later, Bennet is appreciative if unresponsive to his love for her, walks out on him when 
Richard comes back to her- having separated from his wife, and they take up their old re- 
lationship which this time is edged by bitterness. And when Richard returns to his wife, 
Bennet is left again- but this time is free of the obsessive, exclusive hold he had exert- 
ed... A worldly, sometimes nasty, but at all times alluring anatomy of love- this is a 
custom made commodity for the women. 


de Lafayette, Madame bye New Directions 
THE PRINCESS OF CLEVES °/!| $1.50 


An excellent new translation by Nancy Mitford (Love in a Cold Climate) of a 17th 
century French classic- a roman a clef that is considered a turning point in the history 
of the novel. This story of the violent passion of a woman, previously encumbered by a 
mariage de raison and her fatal confession to her husband, critically examines the surface 
serenity and subsurface intrigue of court life at the Louvre- the feverish moves and coun- 
termoves of various court cabals- a sort of agitation without disorder. The author's eye 
for detail footnotes amusingly the court beauty who would speak only the words which suit- 
ed the shape of her lovely mouth, the contrasting, conniving coteries surrounding the 
queen, the king's mistress and the dauphine- later Mary of Scotland... Nancy Mitford, a 
delicately devastating observer of the aristocracy herself, is an ideal selection as the 
new translator. 

April 16 


Edwards, Lois | Morrow 
MY HEART IN HIDING $3 .00v 


-. not quite in hiding, just playing peekaboo with some pretty whipped up emo- 
tions when Georgia Murray, who had lost her husband, is chosen as a companion by Lady Helen 
Childe, whose face had been frighteningly scarred during the war. In St. Moritz Georgia 
meets- and falls in love with French Guy de Montfort, who had once loved Helen's cousin 
Nicole, and is still loved by Helen. The victim of Helen's cruelty and self-pity, Georgia 
is also exposed to the hatred of Guy's sister, but her love overrides their antagonism, as 
well as the knowledge that Nicole had borne his child, a son. The cumulative hostility of 
these furies reaches its fullest expression when Helen, to destroy Georgia's prospective 
marriage to Guy, is responsible for the death of his son, and Georgia is accused of his 
murder and unable to substantiate her innocence... The aristocracy reverting- vehemently, 
venomously and vicariously- for a pop to pulp public. 














108- Fictton February 15, 1951 


s/s | 


April 16 
Wylie, I.A.R. " Random House 
CANDLES FOR THERESE $3.00 


* There's been too long a gap since Miss Wylie's last book- but Candles for Therese 
was worth waiting for - her finest book, and one that should widen her market. There's a 
mystic quality here that the reader absorbs so that at the novel's challenging conclusion 
ne accepts, with the hero, the bitter concession his newfound maturity is able to make. 
Throughout a story told in rather quiet rhythms, there's a latent tension, a pall of fear 
and suspicion and anger and smoldering violence. Janrac in Quercy has been stripped of 
everything; the vineyards which gave it sustenance are neglected, the inn has run down, 
the people are suffering from poverty and filth and hunger, the priest- sent to Janrac 
as @ penance- is not wholly accepted, the doctor- his license in question for illegal 
practice- is sodden in drink until the challenge of emergency fires his genius. And 
yet there is beauty still,- in Nature, in the selfless giving of a few, in the shining 
goodness of the innkeeper's daughter, Therese, dedicated to God and her patron saint. 
Into this village comes Clyde, half French-half English, seeking vengeance for the mur- 
der of his half-brother who had sought sanctuary with others of the Resistance, and been 
betrayed. Clyde is an artist, but his soul is tormented with his own failure to partici- 
pate in a war of which he was cheated; in his decision to serve those who survived the 
massacre by spotting the betrayer. And yet when the mystery is solved, and its findings 
would have given him Therese (and lost her that faith that sustained her)- it was Clyde 
who saw beyond vengeance to a greater sacrifice, and in renunciation and the saving of 
a life, found release of his own torments. The story holds to the end; there is growth 
f character through conflict; the atmosphere permeates the whole- and the reader feels 
with Clyde that moment of illumination. 


April 18 


Ayme, Marcel Harper 
THE MIRACULOUS BARBER $3.00 © 


A suave, satiric interlude among the better bourgeoisie which flaunts a high 
humor and a sporting morality in its approach to some assorted characters. There is 
M. Lasquin, the wealthy industrialist, who dies suddenly and whose widow's sorrow is 
clouded by a suspicion of adultery; Madeleine, their daughter, an unsatisfied, dissatis- 
fied bride whose husband Pierre is only concerned with his prowess on the tennis court; 
Elizabeth, Lasquin's mistress, who quickly transfers her availability to his wife's 
brother; Bernard, whose fatuous feelings for Madeleine are inhibited by the outrageous 
behaviour of his mother and his three sisters- all at large; Pontdebois, a novelist; 
Milou, a boxer, who has made a career of scrounging; Johnny, the homosexual, who kept 
him; etc. etc. These and others engage in delicate to dubious activities, reveal once 
again a practical eye towards money as well as a practised appreciation of feminine 
forms and favors, and provide a farce of social and political conduct. For those who 
have enjoyed The Transient Hour, The Barkeep of Blemont. 


Downes, Anne Miller Lippincott 
THE HIGH HILLS ARE CALLING $3.00 


A thoughtful story of a young man and an old man's battle to prove the practical 
value of cooperative industry, this brings eligible Rex Brice home from European mountain 
climbing with a fiancee - Eunice who is divorced from Count de Marmontel and who has cus- 
tody of their daughter, Daisy. Trained well by her mother and her father-in-law, Eunice's 
cynical attitude is even able to weather Rex’ momentous decision to join his grandfather, 
Matthew Fairlie, in re-investing in the family woolen mills in upper New York State, but 
crumbles before Rex's determination to let nothing, not evén her trip to France when she 
is pregnant, take him from the problems the mills present. There is the hostility of the 
workmen, the winning of the labor leader, tragedy pursued Collins, the pressure of the @ 
depression - all to take Rex away from Eunice and all to teach Eunice the vital issues of 
her marriage. There is also the happy acceptance of her sister, Elicia, by old Matthew 
and Rex, the threat that artist Don Wheelright brings to her home, and the frightful ac- 
cident that her step-father is responsible for, which causes the death of Eunice. But Rex 
sees his dreams come true and finds another chance at happiness. A moral conservative, 
and often warmly human story, this should have a solid market. 
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April 18 


Mason, F. van Wyck Lippincott 
PROUD NEW FLAGS $3.00 


Another panel in America's history, and another harbor story from a competent 
reporter on the American scene, Three icrlors, Stars on the Sea, etc. Mason tells a good 
story against & convincingly authentic background- that of Baltimore to New Orleans on the 
verge of the Civil War, and the sympathies here are enlisted with the main characters on 
the side of the South. The chief value of the book lies in the immensely detailed and 
little known picture of the efforts of the South to build a navy, efforts which were block- 
ed by bungling self-seekers, incompetent politicans and the struggle for separate commands. 
Brunton, Scottish shipbuilder, Sam Seymour of the U.S.N. who resigns his commission to 
serve his native South, his austerzselder brother, an engineer, who goes to Richmond to 
make his contribution,- these three live in the intricate story of the Navy's birth and 
death. The women are less successful- the love stories unsatisfactory in their denouements. 
Read as history, this is a rewarding experience and is the first in a projected tetralogy. 
Sure sales and rentals. 

April 23 


Coppel, Alec Dutton 
MR. DENNING DRIVES NORTH $3.00 


A pleasant to playful postmortem of a murder in which Tom Denning, a successful 
business man and fond father, returns to the scene of the crime in which he had disposed 
of a bounder who threatened to ruin the life of his daughter, Liz. Tormented not by guilt- 
but by the fact that the body had been undiscovered, and later vanished, Tom confesses his 
crime to Kay, his wife, attempts to find where his perfect plan had miscarried, traces the 
corpse via the local gazette, a mortuary, to a gipsy encampment. It is the young lawyer 
Liz is now to marry who finally jeopardizes his safety, turns up the solution which will 
convict Tom- until Liz, who suspects the truth, deflects the evidence to save her father... 
A British background for a teaser which will attract the mystery market as well- if not 
primarily. 


Miller, David World 
THE CHAIN AND THE LINK $3.50 


* A philosophical novel, set in 1812, in which the story of a man's expanding know- 
ledge of the world and his relationship to it is told with great dignity and reverence. 
Ezra, a scholarly Russian Jew, is dedicated by his grandfather to the study of the Talmud. 
Yet from the time of his early marriage to Leah and his residence in his father-in-law's 
house in Kolodna, he wages a battle to soften the chain which binds him to mankind into 
links through which a constant rekindling of the spirit might flow. Ezra, however, had re- 
fused consummation, symbolically at first with his bride of the flesh; later with the needs 
of his Kolodna people. But flight to a starvation and pestilence-ridden community to the 
south only brings him back to Kolodna. There he becomes dayan in a rabbinical court, fi- 
nally accepts the desperate need of the people who insist on attributing supernatural pow- 
ers to him, but rejects the temporary sacrifice of a Messiah for the long road of leading 
the people back into themselves and to their own strength. A rich, full canvas glowing 
with the restless spirit of humanity, set against the bloody Napoleonic wars. An impress- 
ive achievement, but slow sales unless the critics push it. 


April 24 


O'Flaherty, Liam Little, Brown 
INSURRECTION $3.00 


Fine sensitive writing in the best Irish tradition, and a talent for creating a 
wide range of human experience with a minimum of characters, is evident in this story of 
a handful of men and their deaths in a lost cause. Among the insurrectionists in the Dub- 
lin rebellion of 1916, were Madden, a dangerously slow-witted man, whose disintegrated 
frustrations are fused and channelled in the act of killing;and in his captain, Kinsella, 
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sane, intelligent, searching for a "21son d'etre; a poet, dazed in the aimless beauty and 

sadness of life; a young boy who is eaten by fear; and a spirited old woman, a wonderful 

tragic-comic creation who screams, sobs and pleads her way through the violence and death. 
vigorous, penetrating study of organized rebellion beside which the Hemingway revolution @® 


.sts are very cold potatoes. Limited in sales by subject. 


April 25 


Harper 


La Penta, Helen 
CLOUDGAP $3.00 
The author of Piccolc (1945) with a second story of a young girl, gentle in its 
accent and fresh in its charm. This concerns Jodie, nineteen, whose rearing by an artist 
father had been casual and unpredictable and who now falls in love with Macklin Kenna, 
who doesn't want to marry her- nor does he want to lose her. When Jodie is sent to Paris- 
to study art- which she does indifferently,Macklin follows her there, only to walk out on 
her a second time. And when they meet again in Italy, and Macklin's jealousy prompts a 
third exodus, Jodie agrees to marry Italian Amedeo, though she doesn't love him. But 
recognizing the self-betrayal this marriage will entail, she runs away, goes home to 
Cloudgap to find that Macklin is waiting for her there... The innocence here, shadowed 


against continental scenes and characters, is appealing. 


Harper 


O'Connor, Edwin 
THE ORACLE $2.75 — 
This is a cross-section of a nationally famous radio commentator who had sprung 
from the sports column into the hearts of 5,000,000 listeners with his inspired impracti- 
calities and his yeasty vigor. Christopher Usher, married to Meredith, who had acquired 
the art of social insulation and whose father deplored his son in law, demands a bigger 
take when his contract comes up for renewal, and is forced to sweat it out while the spon- 
sor remains undecided. A speaking tour bolsters, then evaporates his confidence, a stop 
in Washington knocks him cold, and a return to New York presents him with the loss of 
his shrewd, curvilinear mistress and the adamant attitude of Meredith. But Christopher 
wins on the business front and the bubbles start to pop again. Portrait of an inflated 
ego, this (near) fall of the house of Usher is etched in acid commentary of the man and 


his profession. 
April 26 


Frazee, Steve Rinehart 
SHINING MOUNTAINS $3.00 


More than the usual excitement in the story of Jonathan Romig, a Civil War 
chaplain who is unable to accept orthodox doctrines and finds himself prone to an old 
family failing as he stares off at the "shining mountains" just over the horizon. His 
search for the unknown leads him to a played out Colorado gold town, then- after a 
brutal, dead-of-winter mountain crossing in the company of rival gangs- to find a fluke 
gold camp, and on to the next range of shining mountains. There is excellent character- 
ization here in the post-war soldiers who go with him, a noble Zulu who is seeking per- 
sonal acceptance of the "Carpenter God", a kindly old German, and a girl whose values 
went awry in the sack of Richmond. An isolated, insulated man's struggle, which is 
comparable in its portrayal and potential to Paul Wellman's Broncho Apache. , 


April 27 


Laing, Jan Putnam ®@ 
PRISCILLA $3.00 


The story of Foundling #9036, from her earliest days at the Foundling Hospital 
in London, to the finding of her own relatives and parents, this has a tender regard for 
the sensibilities of the times and a zealous aping of the style. For Fortune, through 
her voice, saw a touch of Eden when she was sent to sing for the Osbornes and her name 
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was restored when it was learned she was not the thief of that night: she knew worse times 
when she was claimed by the Thompsons after missing papers of her legacy were brought to 
light: she lived at her Uncle Henry's gambling hell until his quick sword almost brought 
them disgrace; they tracked down her father and her insane mother in Virginia and there 
Fortune, now Priscilla, managed to bring that mind almost back to normal. And it was 

in London that her mother fully recovered - and Priscilla was ready for the love of her 
singing teacher, Mr. Bonfanti. Careful research for an 18th century romance. 


April ?? 


Sklar, George Crown 
THE PROMISING YOUNG MEN $3.00 


This is a pyrotechnic peep show at amateur tennis players- their exposure to 
dirty buses and dirtier locker rooms, the bribes they take and the meets they engage in, 
and their loves- often heterosexual. The histrionics here are hepped up in the story of 
Stevie Kropa who left a Connecticut slum street, came under the tutelage of an older net 
star whose sex life was suspect, left his first love after a few nights in a farmer's 
greenhouse and dropped his first wife when his medical school ambitions were disappointed. 
His second marriage, to a stridently sexy heiress whose father provided undercover money 
for the "amateur" players, crashed during World War II which Stevie spent in soft games 
with a general on a South Pacific island. And in the end Kropa was a friendless, washed 
up, played out pro in a Palm Springs resort. The second ( fhe Ordeal of Willie Brown- 

P. 76) tennis story this season, the indoor-outdoor sports here are anything but clean. 


Boyle, Kay } McGraw-Hill 
THE SMOKING MOUNTAIN “| '° $3500 Sv? 


* A collection of eleven short stories of occupied Germany where Kay Boyle has 

spent the last two years, introduced by a longer piece on the trial of the "Frankfort 
‘Butcher", Heinrich Boab. Both here, and in the stories, the "true computation is fervent- 
ly made" that here, in the German people, is no realization of guilt, no knowledge of 
guilt. The stories are enormously effective, compassionate, bitter, sharpened by the 
understated, the unsaid,- and it is in the short story situation (rather than in the 
novel) that Kay Boyle is particularly gifted. There's the arson revenge of a German child 
against an American family; a take-off of the Amis in Cabaret; a touching tribute to a 
soldier, and the little boy he outfits, and a harsh scoring of the occupation's bigger 
brass; and The Lost and Adam's Tod give a powerful, tacit portrayal of the victims- young 
and old- of displacement and discrimination... If not keyed to the preferences of her more 
popular audience, this will carry to her earlier, discriminating following. 


Deschere, Carol ' Simon & Schuster 
SMALL WORLD ‘/ 2! $3.00 
A small world but a pleasant one, this looks back on the young married to young 
matron years of Kay Hiller and reports casually on some recognizable domestic sequences. 
Leaving New York, the Hillers took a house in Ithaca with their sister and brother in law, 
Lois and Dick, and the girls decided simultaneously- if secretly- to have babies to break 
the dullness of the days. Moving on to Syracuse, they achieved a coincident production 
on the same night, and Kay went on to have a second baby, while Lois built up to a family 
of four. The purchase of a house- a dream house; set-to's with Bruce- a determined small 
boy; maids and nursery schools, and later summers with the children off to camp, etc. 
etc. these fill out an account which is certainly more autobiographical than fictional 
in feel and which strikes some common contacts. 
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LEADSTROKE AND SADDLEBROKE 
April 16 


Ellington, Richard ' Morrow 
EXIT FOR A DAME $2.50 


Greenwich Village, New York City, where private investigator Steve Drake is 
prompted- by compassion-cum-curiosity- to follow up a "Help" signal. He finds a dead 
woman, and goes on from there to metaphysical matters which involve a disappearance, a 
set of Oriental wands, another violent death and attempts which imperil his life. Good 
reading, though you may quibble at the solution. 


April 18 


Halleran, E.E. Lippincott 
SMOKY RANGE $2.50 


* Newly-minted Doc Burdick returns to his home in Montana to track down the con- 
nected mysteries of an uncle's death and his strange will, excavations, and a ranger- 
nester war. In the process, his dream of a big city practise is revised- through the 
help of friendly townspeople and a former tomboy. More substance here than in the usual 
saddle saga. 


Wentworth, Patricia Lippincott 
THE IVORY DAGGER $2.50 


The quietly omniscient Miss Silver is right on the sidelines with her old pupil, 
Frank Abbott, when Sir Herbert is murdered just before his marriage to Lila. That Lila's 
ex-fiance has returned from America to learn he has been jilted: that Sir Herbert's secre- 


tary-mistress is seething: that a young relative is desperately in need of inheriting - 
all are added up properly and primly. Back to the Purloined Letter for a pattern. Con- 
servative. 


April 20 


Alexander, David Random House 
MOST MEN DON'T KILL $2.50 


The big binge for Terry Rooke, when his girl slaps him down, some divorce es- 
pionage ends in murder, and the events which follow incriminate him further. Fuddled 
by liquor, he hides out in the Bowery, where he is picked up by Tommy Twotoes, an eccen- 
tric millionaire pigeon fancier, who clears Terry and cleans up the case.... Raucous. 


April 26 7ho2 


Tucker, Wilson Rinehart 
RED HERRING $2.50 


That sour humored private investigator from Illinois, Charles Horne, again on 
the receiving end when Lonna Randolph persuades him to plan how to lose her brother Chris- 
topher as a joke for their brother, Ralph's, birthday. Christopher turns up dead, Ralph 
disappears, and Horne finds his wooden ducks are added to when Lonna vanishes. A rare 
book and document racket, meticulous itineraries, the suspects blanketed by the police, 
add up to the chair, not cash for the killer. Tidy details for messy doings. 
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The new Sumner Welles— SEVEN DECISIONS THAT SHAPED HISTORY (Harber) clarifies internation- 
al issues; the final volume of ‘ndre Gide'’s JOURNALS (knobtf) is for the market establish- 
ed by its predecessors; light to frivolous entertainment in Beatrice Cook's MORE FISH TO 
FRY ("orrow), Bellamy Partricge'’s SALAD DAYS (Crowell) and Fred Schwed's THE PLEASURE WAS 
~ ALL MINE (Simon & Schuster); an exciting personal, police record in David Dressler's 
PAROLE CHIEF (Viking); and there may be substantial popular interest in Mary Garden's 
autobiography (Simon & Schuster) and critical attention for the Irving Howe biography 
of SHERWOOD ANDERSON (William Sloane). See below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


March 9 
Rukavina, Kathaleen Stevens Exposition Banner Book 
: (251-4th Ave. 2 N.-Y.C -10) 
JUNGLE PATHFINDER $3.00 


An extraordinary personality is the subject of a colorful biography, for John 
Edward Stephenson was an Englishman who cut himself off from his own kind to become a 
part-god to the Lala tribe of Northern Rhodesia. First a telegrapher, then a scout, he 
explored for Cecil Rhodes and succumbed to the enchantment he felt for Africa. Loti was 
his first wife, Mawape, a Lala princess, his second; he experimented with fruit raising 
in his hidden valley; he became the much discussed mystery man of the country with rumor 
rife about his wives, children, magic, etc.; he acted as guide for foreigners; he dealt 
with the outside world when mining entered the picture; scandal flared when an English- 
woman committed suicide while visiting him; and ruin found him ready to start again. A 
true legend, this has a fabulous quality for the biographical field. 


Ryan, John Joseph Norton 
THE MAGGIE MURPHY $3.00 


An account of commercial fishing (predominantly salmon) in Alaskan waters is: 
itemized by one of the two partners of the small, decrepit, "boatmobile" Maggie Murphy, 
from the time they resourcefully (if not illegally) put her together in Tacoma, to their 
sailing her through the inside passage to Ketchikan. Meeting rebuke and scorn, they never- 
theless achieved their aim - of paying back all their debts (for gas, food and power rig 
fishing equipment), and having a summer of migrant fishing in North Pacific waters. In 
spite of their ignorance, they made their way to Wrangell, Sitka, Port Alexander, to Bear 
Harbor and other ports, where sometimes the "fiss are in" and sometimes they aren't. With 
an overdose of weather and storms, and a burning ambition to prove themselves "tough", 
they flirted with watery graves, met archpoachers, a tax collector, a hermit whose island 
was given over to foxes, old times who had "missed the boat”, and learned the customs of 
the fishing fleets they met en route. It's quite a yarn - not only about Alaska but also 
about two minors whose innocence was probably their salvation. Very active. 


2% 

March 12 
Bernstein, Philip Farrar, Straus & Young 
WHAT THE JEWS BELIEVE $1.25 


A very simple statement of the "common essentials of current Jewish beliefs and 
practises "which clarifies the components of this religion for both Jews and Christians. 
The rabbi, the Torah, the Kaddish, and forms of prayer; the Jewish calendar- "his catech- 
ism"- and the cycle of religious observances; the Holy Days; Succoth, Purim, Chanukah, 
Shavuos, and their origins and meaning; and finally the patterns of practice, Orthodox, 
Reform and Conservative- and the ways in which this old faith has found adjustment and 
assimilation in the new world. The author, a rabbi, extends the understanding of this 


religion with quiet dignity. (This appeared originally inlife magazine). 
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McGraw-Hill @ 5 
AND THEN WE'LL BE RICH Be © 
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Bell, Clare 


* The labors of Hercules pale in comparison to this author's struggles, during 
the bottom year of the depression, to wet nurse a neglected Arkansas apple orchard back 
into productivity while her ex-lawyer husband skylarked off to chimerical schemes in Kan- 
sas City. Mrs. Bell writes with humor and style about her endless routine of spraying, 

' pruning and fertilizing during the winter, while in the summer pests rose along with the 
temperature. She includes in this account a reluctant helper, her tobacco-chewing ten- 
ant farmer who could plug a pig's left ear at fifty paces, a neighborly couple, and a 
woman of casual morals who was wonderful with the two Bell children while Mrs. Bell 
wrestled with recalcitrant fruit trees. Mrs. Bell was a "reluctant pioneer", but the 
beauty of the Ozarks mountain country, the knowledge that she was insuring her children's 
future, provided compensation. A book which has both charm and character. 


March 28 


Flesch, Rudolf Harper 
HOW TO TEST READABILITY $1.00 


The author of The Art of Plain Talk, The Art of Readable Writing, submits a sys- 
tem by which you can determine the reading ease and the human interest values of your wri- 
ting. This is based on a breakdown of words, sentences, syllables and "personal" words, 
and after analyzing your work- you can of course improve it by using this formula. Exam- 
ples from Ditkens, Emerson, Veblen, etc. illustrate the process and a closing chapter 
shows the many ways in which this can be applied... Predetermined for the beginning wri- @ 


ter. 
Welles, Sumner Harper 
SEVEN DECISIONS THAT SHAPED VICTORY $3.00 


Behind the scenes in some of the controversial decisions dating back to the 
span of events in the Roosev2lt administration and forward to the Potsdam conference. In 
Welles’ close association with President Roosevelt, in his place as third segment of a 4 
triangle which included Secretary Hill in his "offstage post" as informed observer, he al) 
has been singularly conditioned to present just such a report as this. He is an analyst 
and interpreter of international events, a staunch admirer of Roosevelt although he had 
the courage to differ with him, and Welles believes that distortion and malevolence to- 
day could well damage the basic conception for which Roosevelt stood. He explains con- 
vincingly the factors behind the recognition of Vichy France. He is enlightening in his 
report on the South American issue in which Roosevelt backed him against Hull. He clari- 
fies what seemed our soft policy towards Japan. He discusses the efforts to organize 
the allies into a world group before the war's end- the opposing factors- the reasons for 
some of the concessions to Russia. He is openly critical of some of the decisions and 
the antagonisms within the group of key personalities. All in all a book that should be 
read as part of an overall study of international policy of the U.S. Not always easy 


reading but important historically. 
March 30 


Johnston, Willian. Cameron 3 Exposition Press 
BATHROOM'S DOWN THE HALL F 2. $0 $3-00 


A mildly amusing, unevenly written bit of family nostalgia - all about a board- 

ing house and the procession of characters who paid the rent. When Mother turned to tak- @ 
ing in boarders in the Johnston's South Dakota home, her first boarder was a model of hon- 

est charm. But Mother was not prepared for what followed - Mr. McGovern who erected a 
suggestive cemetery memorial in honor of his lady friend's late husband; simple Benny who 

loved animals; "Neighbor", who painted bricks to heave at the President; Mr. Meringue and 

his fur pelts; and other abstracted inmates. The author's occasional lapses into senti- 

mental wash, and naughty snickers about bathrooms often curdle the flumery. 
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Barnett, Lincoln William Sloane 
WRITING ON LIFE $4.00 


Ba ee 
“ 


16 profiles, or close-ups, from |ife magazine, these are very interesting exam- 
ples not only in their material, but in the exposition, in the introduction and the pre- 
faces to the individual biographies, of the modern framework of portraiture. For the 
mechanical processes are examined so that the commercial compound of the current character 
sketch forms a background for the diverse personalities of a decade herein limned. From 
Fred and Adele Astaire, Eisenhower, Generals Giraud and Marshall (whom he never met), 

Ernie Pyle, Mr. Piper and his Cub planes, to California lawyer Geisler, Bing Crosby, 
script writers Brackett and Wilder, Ingrid Bergman, Tennessee Williams, Lindsay and Crouse, 
Richard Rodgers, and winding up with producer Josh Logan and atomist Dr. Oppenheimer - 
this offers a gallery of contemporary top figures, some journalized before their public 
fame, two who have died, and others whose reputations have gone further than when the 
article appeared. How the material is worked from the peripheral to the personal, the 
degree of congeniality, the collection of information and the problems of each individual 
case history - all this offers excellent working material for journalism and English class- 
es and presents an interest-holding array of personalities currently known, to a general 
reading public. 

April ¥ /p 


Pachter, Henry Henry Schuman 
PARACELSUS $4.00 


A biography of the life and times of Philippus Theophrastus Bombastus von Hohen- 

heim, who took the name Paracelsus, gives a wide coverage to and careful examination of 

r ) the man, his career and the 16th century, Renaissance background. It surveys the rudimen- 
tary knowledge of those days, the theories and controversies that raged, the importance of 
superstition and medical magic, of the elixir of life, the effect of the conflict between 
the Pope and the reform movement, etc., and presents Paracelsus, in all his challenging, 
defiant ,uarrelsome genius, in his contemporary setting. There is his pioneering in psy- 
chiatry, gynecology; his reforms in surgery and the treatment of syphilis; his ability as 
an alchemist, & pharmaceutist, a lecturer, an actor and a scholar; his identity with the 
Faustus legend; it underlines the transmutation of magic into science. A modern interpre- 
tation which is sane and eminently fair, this is primarily for the student. I11'd. 


APPL « 4 


Aldridge, John W. McGraw-Hill 
: AFTER THE LOST GENERATION $3 007 


Some critical criticism of the younger writers of the '40's, by a contemporary, 
which shows how the disappearance of a stable society has affected the younger writers who 
have inherited a world without values. With an analogy to, and analysis of, the works of 
Hemingway, Fitzgerald, and Dos Passos, who still found creative content in despair, dis- 
belief and denial, this goes on to a later lost generation who found unexploited subject 
matter only in homosexuality and racial conflict, or turned to a technique more elaborate 
than their raw material and developed "a private world of pure prose". The work of Truman 
Capote, John Horne Burns, Frederick Buechner, Norman Mailer, Irwin Shaw, Gore Vidal and 
Paul Bowles comes up for scrutiny, and is found wanting, in an interpretation which is 
valid if limited by the rather restrictive interest in these young writers. 


& Howe, Irving William Sloane 
5 SHERWOOD ANDERSON $3.50 





* An assiduous and often brilliant estimate of the life and works of the mid-western 
novelist whose writings may enjoy a critical re-examination, in the light of the present 
fad for backward glances to the twenties and thirties. Although Anderson's actual published 








116- : Non-fiction February 15, 1951 


writing stretched well into the end of the thirties, his really creative work was confined 
to the twenties - the years of Winesburg, Ohio, Poor White and Men and Horses, for the 
period just before his death in 1941 was relatively barren of the searching spirit which @ 
produced those novels and short stories which expressed touchingly, painfully, the love- 
ess loneliness of the mid-western American in the turbulent frontier-industrial transi- 
tion. Investigating the peculiar influences which drove this restless ,mother-starved, 
ntimental artist, Mr. Howe follows Anderson's career from his boyhood in Ohio; his 
lespair with the charming insouciance of his father; his suppressed feeling for his wear- 
.ly withdrawn mother; his early years among the Phillistines of business; an escape from 
is first marriage to Chicago's Bohemia and the brief exhilaration of the defiant new 
ealism; marriages and friends; and the battle to retain the creative powers which surged 
and waned spasmodically. A full, thorough portrait of a man, an era and an art, this 
cook should receive wide critical attention. In the American Men of Letters series. 


Aprilz1 5/| 


Turnell, Martin New Directions 
THE NOVEL IN FRANCE $4.25 





A knowledgeable, considered study of certain French novelists and novels by a 

younger English critic (some of this material has appeared in the Times Literary Supple- 
nt, Horizon, etc.) which makes its final judgment in relation to the range of experience 

offered. For Mr. Turnell, it is Stendhal who is the greatest French novelist, and then 
Proust, and to these two writers he brings to bear a most intensive scrutiny. From some 
general criteria of criticism, Turnell goes on to a discussion of the Princess of Cleves, 
which presaged the modern psychological novel; the "neglected"- even forgotten Laclos; 
Benjamin Constant's Adolphe; Stendhal, who "altered the perspective of European psychol- 
ogy"; Balzac, whose shrewd but limited intelligence was directed at a world of violence; @ 
Flaubert whose technical mastery was offset by the immaturity of his vision; and finally 
Proust's sensitive, subjective panorama of a society in flux... A serious, detached ex- 
emination which draws on other opinion as well as from the original texts, this should 
find a longterm following among thoughtful readers, students, etc. 





April 12 


Trilling, Lionel, Editor Farrar, Straus & Young 
THE LETTERS OF JOHN KEATS $3.50 


A new and only slightly revised edition of: ihe letters as edited by Maurice 
Buxton Forman, with the text again following the original Keatsian spelling and punctua- 
tion. In the introduction to the letters, the editor plunges headlong in the steady 
broil of controversial matters surrounding the brief career of the poet - Keats' accen- 
tuated sensuousness; the stigma of effeminacy of which he has been accused; the nature 
of the apparently anti-intellectual concept of "negative Capability"; and the nature of 
the influence of Platonism. Mr. Trilling reenforces the impression the reader receives 
from the letters - that here is a man of great intellectual hunger; flexible in judge- 
ment; affectionate in friendship; energetic in creative drive; an intrepid experiencer. 
stimulating reading - an exciting facet of a poetic genius. 


Ellis, Havelock ; Rinehart 
THE GENIUS OF EUROPE 4 /| <& $3.00 ~ 
The author of Studies in the Psychology of Sex wrote these essays over a span 
of years, and some have appeared in magazines and reviews. Beginning with a philosophi- & 


cal belief in a single harmonious whole, Mr. Ellis goes on to present slices of Europe, 
anthropologically, historically, artistically. France is urban and a racial mixture; 
england is markedly adventurous, amateurish, individual; Russia is barbaric, nomadic, 
orgiastic and fond of flagellation; Spain is holy, chivalrous; and Germany is "Germanic". 
The final essay, one of the last Ellis wrote, is a plea for a one world mind. Informa- 
Live, unoriginal, this is a summation of historical facts plus cliche generalities that 
are @ little pat. 
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@ Partridge, Bellamy Crowell 
SALAD DAYS $3.50 


...re-experienced with the verdant collegian, as the author lives again his years 
at Hobart, and later law college in Albany. Here are the pranks and horseplay of the per- 
iod, the ridiculous aspects of the bicycle craze, as it hit the professors, the distinct- 
iveness of a one man, small, classical college - and undergraduate romance. For the auth- 
or fell in love with Judy Dwinelle, a student at Delancey Annex which paraded past the 

Hobart boys at stated intervals and it necessitated complicated manoeuvering to meet her, 
speak to her - and kiss her. And there was the added obstacle of her relentlessly adamant 
mother, who was finally conquered by a flank attack through Judy's father, after writing 
had been abandoned for a law career. Albany and its difference from Hobart, but witli. a 
carry-over of some of the care-free youthfulness, the bar exams - and marriage ahead. A 
pleasant note to bumptious days, this will have an audience among his Country Lawyer 
readers. 





Henry Holt 


Parkhill, Forrest 
THE WILDEST OF THE WEST b/ 4 $3.50." 
A return to the "brave, new, Western world" of the 1880's which revives some of 
the less respectable pursuits and professions which flourished in Denver at that time. 
After an inventory of the saloons and sporting houses, madames and cribs on Holladay Street, 
this concentrates on some of the more conspicuous figures; Mme. Vestal, the gambling queen 
who had once been a confederate spy; Mattie Silks, a scarlet sister; the bonanza king 
Tabor who lost his fortune and whose beautiful Baby Doe died as a squatter in a played- 
) out mine; the Irish sportsman Gore and the multimillion dollar racketeer Blonger; etc.etc. 
@ The not so good old times in a posthumous presentation which is not quite as colorful as 
it is intended to be. 


Gide, Andre Knopf 
THE JOURNALS OF ANDRE GIDE, VOLUME IV $6.00 


The fourth and final volume of Andre Gide's Journal, covering the decade 1939- 
1949, is now presented in the admirable translation by Justin O'Brien. If the intellectu- 
al excitement, the provocation and often provoking spiritual struggles of the previous 
Journals are here moderated, the tone of wise serenity combined with a still vigorous 
curiosity and a beautifully disciplined intellect in this last volume makes an acceptable 
substitute. Between his 70's and 80's Gide has become an almost mythical figure of the 
literary world. Factually, we here have Gide, first stunned by the fall of France, later 
regaining his vitality in the Midi where he spent two years, and then in his self-imposed 
exile in Tunis. In Tunis he spends his time writing, reading, training his memory in her- 
culean feats, and enduring the cruel bombing of Tunis with mingled interest, sensitivity 
and stoicism. And the journal of this period consists largely of purely literary notations. 
At last returning to France after the liberation, he continues these notes in much the same 
tenor with perhaps a little more emphasis on the problem of death.... This is required 
reading for every Gide devotee of whom there are many, as well as for students of modern 
literature. This complicated genius- often perverse and often noble- is perhaps the last 
high monument of western individualistic thought in letters. 


Cook, Beatrice Morrow 
MORE FISH TO FRY $3.00 
: A summer, mostly enchanted, sometimes dismaying, in the San Juan Islands of Puget 


Sound, this has a high decibel count of noise as a new house is a-building and two vigor- 
ous boys, 9 and 11, equal their parents as fishermen. Starting with a real open house 
(unfinished) fish fry (but the salmon didn't cooperate), on to new kittens, baby sea gulls, 
storms, a cherished old fashioned stove, gardening and deer, fishing trips that are either 
hung with horseshoes or completely skunked, a pony,- this also includes the local VIP - 







— 
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Gramp, the game warden, Speed, the commercial fisherman who trades medical treatment for 
his finny secrets, a neighbor whose house has been. built through his beachcombing, among 
others -.and the buying of more property. And besides there are the ever-empty digestive ) 
systems of all bi- and quadrupeds, the problems of a wife, supposedly made for heavy duty, © ( 
the youngsters' fishing exploits as well as their parents', and the wonderful therapy of. 
fish, food and fun for an exhausted doctor-husband. A vigorous transfusion of (fish) 
blood, this has a high protein content for all the family - as well as all fishwives,- 
and those who remember Till Fish Us Do Part (1949). 
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April 17 5) 


Duckett, Eleanor Shipley Macmillan 
ALCUIN, FRIEND OF CHARLEMAGNE $5 .00 


Professor Duckett of Smith College has written what is probably the definitive 
biography of the 8th century English scholar and theologian who had great influence upon 
the slowly developing mind of Europe during the early Middle Ages. Alcuin was a teacher, 
an editor of text books, a student of both ancient classical literature and of sacred 
writing. Raised in the Cathedral School of York, he left the "home of scholars and 
saints, the center of intellectual life" when the Emperor Charles called him to head the 
Palace Schocl at Aachen and to “educate the clergy and people of Frankland". Sales will 
be strictly limited to students and scholars of the era. Fully annotated. Bibliography. 


McGraw-Hill 


Walton, Harry A? 
PLASTICS FOR THE HOME CRAFTSMAN @ /°’ $4.00 
A how-to hobby book clearly indicates the variety of projects that the acry- 
lics offer the craftsman. Catalin, Tenite, Marblette, Bakelite, Plexiglas, Lucite and 
the way to buy them, how to care for the material, the tools needed to work with then, @ 
the pattern and the layout, the cutting out and assembling and descriptions of differ- 
ent kinds of projects - all are clearly set forth for either a beginner or a practiced 
hand. There are further chapters on polishing, shaping, coloring, carving, and the 
specialization that poured plastics need. Illustrated and with diagrams, this will be 
useful in a little covered field. 


April 18 


Carhart, Arthur H. Lippincott 
WATER- OR YOUR LIFE $3.50 


Using the recent countrywide incidence of drouth as a starter, this does not 
forecast “and not a drop to drink" but does relate the problem of a water shortage in 
terms of the “occurrence of usable water, where it can be usec”, Here is the part that 
water plays, not only in human consumption but also in agriculture, industry, recreation 
and transportation; the variability of our rain cycles; the mismanagement of our water- 
sheds; the problem of pollution- which is on the increase; the need for unified admin- 
istration and a central policy, which is divorced from pressure groups and special inter- 
ests; and the proposed projects to conserve our water supply- which will need greater 
public interest to back them as well as more generous federal, financial support... A 
plea for natural resource management which may not secure the attention it deserves. 


Katzenbach, Lois & William Lippincott 
THE PRACTICAL BOOK OF AMERICAN WALLPAPER $10.00 


: A send-off by Nancy McClelland introduces this first general book about wall- 
papers, traditional and modern, which has been written for architects, decorators, sales- 
men as well as the consumer. The Katzenbachs, who have one of the leading wallpaper houses 
in New York, have interlaced some 140 illustrative plates with their text, discuss types 
of designs and their appropriate usage, color, stripes, flowers, leaf patterns, textures, 
narrative papers, papers for limited use (one wall, etc.), reproductions of old patterns, 
and go on to methods of printing- then and now, selling wallpapers, etc. What promises 
to be a lovely book, this will have a practical value as well. 
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April 18 


Thayer, Charles W. Lippincott 
BEARS IN THE CAVIAR $3.50 


A lively, jaunty autobiographical account of a diplomat, who entered the Foreign 
Service via West Point and when Army glamor was dimmed by an oppressive preoccupation with 
shoe polish, decided to go to Russia, learn the language, and join the Embassy - in 1933. 
Flying into Russia at a treetop ceiling, faced by the ubiquitous mud and Intourist guides 
("at least you could scrape the mud off"), Thayer secured his appointment as an interpre- 
ter to Ambassador Bullitt. There is the outfitting of the new Embassy; problems in house- 
keeping and entertaining in a country where the lighter side of social progress was ignor- 
ed; his introduction of seals- and bears- in the ballroom, and polo to the Red Army; a 
temporary transfer to Berlin when the war broke out; back to Moscow for the evacuation to 
Kuibyshev; an assignment in Afghanistan where he took up falconry; and then more active 
duty in the 0.S.S.- A disarming, debonair narrative- which eyen in or places- does not 
stand on ceremony. 


Apri 9 /3 


Ausubel, Nathan / Doubleday 
A TREASURY OF JEWISH HUMOR $5.00” 


A valuable reference book- and one that should have wider application than the 
scholarly value. The extent of its use will depend so largely on the type of subject in- 
dex, topical index, etc. that it reaches only the halfway mark to report on the scope, 
the variety, the originality of inclusion. There are short stories- anecdotes- explana- 
tions of Jewish folk sayings, expressions, conventions - there are parodies - epigrams - 
bits of wisdom- jokes. It is a collection that speakers could use to great advantage. It 
would be helpful to people whose own background had not provided understanding and sympa- 
thy with Jews, particularly at the working class, trade and industrial levels. It con- 
tradicts, without deliberately undertaking to do so, many fallacies. And much of it is 
exceedingly good reading. 


April 23 


Flack, Ambrose Crowell 
ROOM FOR MR. ROOSEVELT $3.00 


A somewhat synthetic and definitely bromidic chronicle of a Scandinavian family 
in Syracuse about 1910 and the silent influence over their lives of Theodore Roosevelt's 
picture and correspondence. Equipped with a virtuous, kindly mother, a free-enterprising, 
shoemaker-philosopher father, a lisping brother, a beautiful sister and the author in 
adolescence, the story revolves around the worship of T.R., a tramp who was rehabilitated 
and affianced to the daughter, mother's bakery and father's cobbling and some social 
events highlighted by a midget and a half breed Indian. The pair of shoes Father made 
for Roosevelt's African trek are worn later for the tramp's return to Maine to make peace 
with his family and all ends well with the author's dream of a lovely visit from Teddy. 

A pleasant if pallid serving of the old recipes for the whole family. 


Ernst, Margaret S. Knopf 
MORE ABOUT WORDS $3.00 


A successor to Words and In A Word, this again pursues assiduously and affection- 
— the origins and changing histories of certain words and expressions. Their derivation 
and development, their general meaning and special applications (legal, medical, etc.) some 
conjecture and occasionally a personal aside, and their usage- either classical or contem- 
porary (Thurber, Disney and Groucho Marx brush shoulders with Chaucer, Caesar and Thacker- 
ay)- this makes up a "random dictionary". Each word, and there's a word to a page, is il- 
lustrated in line by W.A. Dwiggins. The substantial, continued sales of the earlier books 
predicates the market and an audience at all age levels. 
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Henderson, J. Y. Cinevs Veelor Little, Brown 
& Taplinger, Richard  WILD-ANIMALS—ARE-MY PATIENTS $3.5 @ 


A Texas veterinarian accepted the offer made to him by Ringling Brothers and 
Barnum and Bailey Circus to care for their 700 animals and this is the story of his ex- 
periences with his charges since 1941. All the enormity and complexity of his job was 
essened by the expert help he got from the trainers and what happened to (and what he 
lid to) bears, elephants, all kinds of cats, horses, and all the other animals, combines 
unusual medical and natural history material. Besides the medications and operations - 
ind their dangers - there is much of wild animal training (never taming), the terrific 
job of putting the show on the road, questions of diet, and the fascination of working 
without precedent. Good stories here for circus and animal lovers. 


Beck, F. & Godin, W. Viking 
RUSSIAN PURGE AND THE EXTRACTION OF CONFESSION $3.50 


A very detached documentary of the great purge which extended from 1936 to 1939 
under the Iron Commissar Yezhov, at the time when clean-ups and check-ups were intensified 
to include all classes of the population. The authors, who were victims, maintain an im- 
passive objectivity as they itemize the technique of interrogation, the conditions of 
prison life, the sentences imposed, the categories of prisoners (whether party officials, 
old bolsheviks, political convicts, or technicians, foreigners, foreign agents, etc.), 
and the part played by the NKVD. Three cases reported in detail, that of a cellmate (a 
professor of ancient history whose criticism of Joan of Arc prompted his arrest) and of 
two others he knew, and the many theories about the purge complete a subdued, systematic 


record of a reign of terror. 
April 24 © 


Shay, Edith & Frank- £ds. Houghton, Mifflin < 
| SAND IN THEIR SHOES $3.06 417 





This is a Cape Cod compendium covering the 300 odd years from William Bradford 
to the ubiquitous Howard Johnson. A variety of material is covered here- stories of the 
first Pilgrim settlers, the Indians, 18th century living, and the great days when the 
whalers brought the region tremendous wealth down to the modern era. There are excerpts 
from Melville, James, Brereton, John Smith, Amos Otis, John Adams- and poems, seafood 
recipes are interlaced with the prose pieces. A sparkling and entertaining collection 
that will please natives and enthusiasts. A dependable regional sales. 


April 25 


McCabe, Charles R.- Fd Harper .-% 
DAMNED OLD CRANK $3.00 


Subtitled "A Self Portrait of E.W. Scripps Drawn from his Unpublished Writings" 
this is a part autobiographical, part philosephical, part "disquisition" collection which 
gives many facets of the man whose name was internationally famous in journalism. Here are 
pictures of him as a lazy nuisance of a boy, as an intense follower of his beliefs, as an 
egotistic eccentric, as a reformed drinker, smoker and general rakehell; there are views 
on labor, money, newspaper management, incidents and personnel; there are opinions on marr- 
iage, children, advertisers, ethics, old age, character, morals; there is soul searching 
and stock taking of his own personality and life. An autobiographical report which re- 
Flects, not always happily, asubject which should be of interest to all journalism oan 
es and men who are followers of self-made careers. 


O'Hara, Frank H. Harper 
& Bro, Margueritte H. INVITATION TO THE THEATRE $3.00 


A compact and competent run-through of the fundamentals of theatre, this is a 
revised and enlarged edition of the 1938 title, 1! Handbook of the Drama. A discussion, 
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rather than an arbitrary pronouncement, of the essentials and types of drama - tragedy, 
comedy, farce, melodrama, and other classifications-: the structure and techniques of the 
play - character, situation, theme, mood: a history of the theatre: a dictionary of play- 
writing and production terms; an index of titles, names, subjects:- these combine to offer 
a lively appreciation of fine construction, production and acting. The definitions, ex- 
amples and illustrations are both historical and contemporary so that its use in dramatic 
courses and study groups is valuable and illuminating. 


April 25 


Wilson, Charles Morrow Harper 
THE TROPICS- WORLD OF TOMORROW $3.50 


A veteran commentator discusses the tropics in general, and certain countries 
in particular in a survey which is angled toward the American business man, rather than 
traveller. The superior sunpower, and the abundance it produces; the resources in rubber, 
wood, palms, crops; the need for livestock; representative people and points of view (a 
Jamaican, a Madagascar banana agent, a West Guatemalan farmer,-a Mozo, a Malayan, -an 
African ,-a Liberian President): the part played by U.S. big business; the fight against 
disease; the social evolution away from the caste system and the political evolution 
towards democracy; the threat of Russia;- this makes up a composite introduction to this 
part of the world, underlines the potential to be developed. 


April 27 


Dressler, David Viking 
PAROLE CHIEF $3.50 


* Some truly fascinating criminal material fills out this story of seventeen years 
work as a parole officer in New York City, and the responsibility of this type of work- 
towards the public which may be victimized, towards the criminal- who may- with a helping 
hand- be rehabilitated. Coming into parole work at a time when the system was cleaned up 
and freed of political interference, the intensiveness of supervision increased, Dressler 
worked his way up from rookie parole officer to executive director of the Parole Board. 
There are all kinds of cases here, of confidence men and bunco artists, pickpockets and 
boosters, women- harder to handle than the men, amateurs versus professionals. There are 
the success stories- and the ones that reverted; the backgrounds to crime- which usually 
begin in a rejection in the home; the failure of our prison system which rarely provides 
the training- or incentive- for a second start.... Serious in its presentation of the re- 
generative possibilities of this profession, this is also exciting in its casework. 


April 30 


Kazin, Alfred- Ed. & Intro. World Publishing 
F. SCOTT FITZGERALD: THE MAN AND HIS WORK $3.00 


A fairly top-flight assembly of critics in judgment is presented from their wri- 
tings, 1920-1950, in books, literary essays, book reviews, newspapers, biographical notes, 
personal remembrances, letters, and offers a wide coverage for the present Fitzgerald re- 
vival. Written at the time of publication, after, looking backwards; written as literary 
criticism and/or as personal evaluation; written to present certain aspects of his career- 
abroad, in Hollywood, on rereading, as a study, on his tragic sense, on the moral of Fitz- 
gerald, as encouragement - here are two English appraisals, together with words from John 
Peale Bishop, Heywood Broun, Edmund Wilson, John Chapin Mosher, Maxwell Perkins, H.L. Men- 
cken, T.S. Eliot, John Chamberlain, John O'Hara, Glenway Wescott, Stephen Vincent Benet, 
John Dos Passos, Mark Schorer, Lionel Trilling,- and Arthur Mizener, Budd Schulberg, Jr., 
and Malcolm Cowley - and others. Here is of-the-moment literary viewing, personal friend- 
ship and editorial guidance, a following of progress, the importance of temperament, up- 
bringing, social pressures of the times, and the tragic elements of Fitzgerald's personal 
life alongside annotated comment on his books. An able companion to the Fitzgerald-iana 
previously reported, this presents a panorama of response that will be of interest to to- 


day's followers. 
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Benedict, Agnes E. & ea 


Franklin, Adele 
YOUR BEST FRIENDS ARE YOUR CHILDREN 


Believing that the modern parent is bewildered and beaten down by too many 
books and articles, all of them contradictory, this is intended to orient your approach 
to your child and the attitudes here are angled to contemporary thought and theory. The 
advice is direct and natural; see your children as potential friends, know yourself- 
and your child; be free to show love, encouragement and guidance; cultivate common ac- 
tivities and share your adult world; how to participate in the child's school world, 
and how to handle spending money, your child's friends, times of trouble- death, di- 
vorce, etc., and social consciousness. A fine bibliography is included. Sound, supple- 
mentary guidance. 

ae) | 
ApptT 2% 3/6 


Appleton-Century-Crofts 
THE LOVE JUNK $3.00 


An amiable report on a marriage in haste and a living at leisure. For the au- 
thor, on alife assignment and quite certain of her immunity in the romance department, 
met - and married ex-Navy Harry Harman in three weeks in the Virgin Islands. They were 
to live on "Oil Cleaning and Recovery Barge #19679" (named The Love Junk) while running 
a tourist business of harbor cruising, fishing and under water viewing in glass bottom 
boats - only the barge had to be conditioned for living, the glass boats to be built - 
all in time for the tourist season on St. Thomas. And there was the shakedown to living 
without electricity, plumbing; the necessity to learn about local food and buying habits, 
about the maids, all sorts and kinds, the know-how of getting what they needed when they 
wanted its the speed-up the author's parents caused - and the hard won success of their 
glass bottom boat idea. A slick job which is fun in the telling. 


Harman, Jeanne Perkins 





Ward, Theodora Van Wagenen- £d. Harvard University Press 
EMILY DICKINSON'S LETTERS $3.75 


The first publication of the major part of the correspondence between Emily 
Dickinson and her close friends, Dr. & Mrs. Josiah Gilbert Holland. To the original 29 
letters, addressed to the Hollands, which were included in the Mabel Loomis Todd Letters 
of Emily Dickinson (to be republished this spring- World) 60 more have been found and 
added, along with two letters from Lavinia Dickinson. Carefully annotated by the editor, 
the Hollands’ granddaughter, and with an interconnecting commentary which serves as an 
orientation in time and incident, there is also an amplifying introduction. Once again 
the letters, often in the form of a poem, reveal the sympathy and tenderness of a life 
enclosed but a spirit that was never confined, match the qualities of her verse in their 
delicate responsiveness and exquisite brevity. Important in its field. 


McGraw-Hill 


Gumpert, Dr. Martin - 
THE ANATOMY OF HAPPINESS 7% / 4 $3.50 
A medical interpretation of the contributory causes to happiness- or its re- 
verse, this analyzes both the physical and the psychological factors which play their 
part. There is the unhappy man, who may be trapped, ugly, secretive, stingy, bored, 
too timid or too aggressive, worried, or misplaced; there is the pathology of unhappi- 
ness which may result from obesity, underweight, insomnia, headaches, ulcers, or one of @ 
any number of chronic ailments; there are the sources of unhappiness, whether in child- 
hood, adolescence, or later in life as one approaches the climacteric and old age; and 
there are the means of attaining happiness, through hope, loss of fear and faith, and 
through the tangibles of home and clothes and health.... Dr. Gumpert vrites- but not 
downwards- for a substantial audience (You Are Younger Than You Think) and this will 


have a steady following. | 
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Fowlie, Wallace Henry Regnery 
PANTOMINE $3.50 


This is an autobiography which transmutes the ordinary routine of living into 
the emotional responses evoked by the experiences encountered. For the author grew up 
in Brookline, went to Harvard, travelled in France in the summers, taught in Bennington 
College and Yale, and it is on this frame that recall of his inner life is hung. From 
the importance of a minister and a clown, Charlie Chaplin and Pearl White, on to the 
writers and artists, the theater, opera, ballet, religion, he explores the meaning and 
association each personality and interest has for him. An exercise in aesthetics, this 
is a self-projection of intellectual and psychological interest for a special market. 


Allee, W.C. Henry Schuman 
COOPERATION AMONG ANIMALS WITH HUMAN IMPLICATIONS 4/ / (6 $3.50 


This is a revised, expanded new edition of Dr. Allee's 7he Social Life of Animals 
which Norton published in 1938. Dr. Allee presents here the evidence he has acquired from 
various experiments with both primary and higher animals that have led him to the conclu- 
sion that automatic cooperation, not conflict, is the governing principle of social be- 
haviour. In the final chapters, Dr. Allee extends this principle to man, particularly 
in regard to war. Limited. 


Garden, Mary & Simon & Schuster 
Biancolli, Louis paper- $1.00 
MARY GARDEN'S STORY 4/20 cloth- $3.75 


The great star of opera's Golden Age who recently made a successful comeback on 
the lecture platform gives a frank, first-person account of her life, from a girlhood in 
Aberdeen, Scotland to the 1949 tour when she learned that she was far from forgotten. 
Miss Garden records the grinding, austere years of study in Paris; her chance beginning 
at the top in the title role of Louise; her eight years at the Opera-Comique- important 
years when modern French operas had their debut; the exciting era at Hammerstein's Man- 
hattan Opera House and with the Chicago Opera Company when Miss Garden first brought 
French opera to this country, and when she dazzled the public with her stage presence and 
musicianship in such roles as Salome, Thais and Carmen. Then there are the quiet, post- 
career days of retirement in Paris and of war work back in her native Aberdeen. The per- 
sonal reminisceyce here is spiced but never unsavory, her advice to young singers sound, 
and her life story has its nostalgic appeal as well as interest for a musical following. 


Schwed, Fred, Jr. Simon & Schuster 
THE PLEASURE IS ALL MINE §$ /? $2.95 


A larky once over lightly of the author's (Where Are The Customers’ Yachts? ) 
personal history, to date. It includes sketches of his long-suffering parents (particu- 
larly Pop, whose ideas, perhaps unorthodox, certainly were interesting, whether they be 
on education, horses, finance or several other items), the problems of adolescence ("when 
you are in it you're so young"), schools both prep and college and the friends who made 
them bearable, the three and a quarter long years at college which ended in his being 
expelled, almost to his father's delight, the way in which sports, cards, women, country 


, living, and a wide variety of other things, affect him. With an accent on the positive, 
he offers a very pleasant, sometimes really funny, ramble with an alive, quirky, enter- 


taining personality which men particularly will enjoy. 
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Harcourt, Brace 


Stern, Karl 

THE PILLAR OF FIRE $3.50 @ 
An autobiographical account of a conversion from Judaism to Catholicism by a Jewish- 

erman doctor. Dr. Karl Stern, born in Bavaria, a student and clinical technician in Germany 

n the war interim and the early years of Hitler, reviews his spiritual doubts and conflicts, 

nd the fortunes and hardships of himself and his friends during that time. His first con- 

act with Catholicism came in kindergarten where he was taught by nuns. After that time, 

owever, his religious orientation was in the Jewish religion. Dr. Stern rests his case for 

is conversion on arguments which minimize the field of psychiatry and rationalistic human- 

sm in the matter of spiritual fulfillment. He also makes the highly controversial state- 

1ent that Judaism is analogous to Nazism in its racial exclusiveness, and that Jews are 

urning their backs like Jonah on a new revelation in the interests of personal sovereignty. 


xpect a publicity campaign for this one, and heated discussions. (Publ.) 





PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 
9 Bender J.F.- NBC HANDBOOK OF PRONUNICATION- from 1/?? to 3/12 (Crowell) 
a Taylor, Elizabeth- A GAME OF HIDE-AND-SEEK- from 3/5 to 3/19 (Knopf) 
21 Schurmacher, Emile C.- NOTHING'S SACRED ON SUNDAY- from 3/5 to 4/16 (Crowell) 
22 Shankland, R.- STEVE MATHER OF THE NATIONAL PARKS- price from $4.50 to $4.00 (Knopf) 
4o Lamb, Harold- SULEIMAN THE MAGNIFICENT- price from $4.00 to $5.00 (Doubleday) @® 
ho Smith, I.L. & H.A.- THREE MEN ON THIRD- price from $3.00 to $2.95 (Doubleday) 
by Maclean, Helen- THERE'S NO PLACE LIKE PARIS- definite price $2.50 (Doubleday) 





2 (R) Brentano, F.- THE WORD LIVES ON- price from $3.50 to $3.95 (Doubleday) 
(R) Peyton, P.J.- THE EAR OF GOD- price from $2.50 to $2.75 (Doubleday) 


ho 


(J) Scott, J.M.- HUDSON OF HUDSON'S BAY - Illustrated in black and white by Astrid 
Walford, not in color by E.C. Mansell (Schuman) 


wn 


Sperber, Manes- THE BURNED BRAMBLE- price from $3.50 to $3.95 (Doubleday) 


© 


715 Sinclair, Jo- SING AT MY WAKE- from 3/26 to 4/2 (McGraw-Hill) 
O5 Gide, Andre- THE COUNTERFEITERS AND THE JOURNAL- from 3/5 to 3/19 (Knopf ) 
86 Massing, Hede- THIS DECEPTION- This will be published by Duell, Sloan & Pearce, 
not Farrar, Straus & Young. 

93 Miller, A.- AN ENEMY OF THE PEOPLE- definite date 3/2 (Viking) 
93 Odets, C.- THE COUNTRY GIRL- definite date 3/2 (Viking) 
03 Strauss, Bert & F.- NEW WAYS TO BETTER MEETINGS- definite date 3/26 (Viking) 

‘te: Due to the rising costs of paper and postage (part of which can be attributed to 

ur increased coverage), we have decided to run the bulletins on both sides of the page. @& 





his should please many of our clients who have found the bulkiness of the bulletins 
awkward for permanent filing. In any case, we hope it meets with all your approval. 





